
 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES OF 

NOVEMBER 9, 2020 

 

I CALL TO ORDER 

 

 Chairperson Meddaugh brought the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

II PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

III ROLL CALL 

 

Members Present: Meddaugh, Schweitzer, Kosinski, McConnell, Weinfeld, Bradley, 

Elsinga, and Laforet – arrived at 6:10 p.m. 

 

Members Absent:  Mudry - excused 

 

Others Present: Assistant Planning Director David Waligora and Planner Matt 

McKernan 

 

IV APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

MOTION BY KOSINSKI, SECONDED BY (NEW MEMBER), THAT THE 

AGENDA BE APPROVED AS SUBMITTED.  VOICE VOTE.  CARRIED 7-0. 

 

V APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

• Minutes of the September 14, 2020 Planning Commission Meeting. 

 

• Summary Record of  Public Hearing for the Adoption and Transmittal of the 

2021-2026 Capital Improvement Program. 

 

MOTION BY SCHWEITZER, SECONDED BY MCCONNELL, THAT THE 

MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING AND THE SUMMARY RECORD OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 

ADOPTION AND TRANSMITTAL OF THE 2021-2026 CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM, BE APPROVED AS SUBMITTED.  VOICE 

VOTE.  CARRIED 7-0. 

 

VI CITIZEN COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA - None 

 

VII CORRESPONDENCE - None 

 

VIII OLD BUSINESS – None 
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IX PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Case No. 10-20-07: A Special Land Use Request for the creation of a memorial 

garden/cemetery at Our Savior Lutheran Church of Lansing, located at 7910 E. St. Joe 

Highway, Lansing, MI. 48917, under the criteria for “Cemeteries” found in Section 8.13 

of the Delta Township Zoning Ordinance. 

 

(Summary Record of Public Hearing is filed under a separate cover.) 

 

X OTHER BUSINESS – None 

 

XII PLANNING DIRECTOR COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Waligora informed the Commission that staff was currently interviewing applicant’s 

to fill the Township’s Economic Coordinator position.  The Planning Commission was 

provided with the Township’s Building Study for their review. 

 

Mr. Weinfeld said he would like a formal presentation given to the Planning Commission 

by the consultant who prepared the Building Study. 

 

Mr. McConnell said he noticed that there were accessibility issues identified at all the 

facilities in the Township and that he would like some level of priority be given to 

addressing those as time and resources permit. 

 

Mr. Weinfeld said he concurred with Mr. McConnell which is why he wanted a public 

meeting before the Planning Commission.  He felt the Commission owned it to 

themselves, as well as the public, to better understand what the Township’s needs are 

moving forward. 

 

Mr. Kosinski said the Building Study was very useful information and most of the 

Commission was aware of deficiencies the Township had in a lot of their facilities.  He 

agreed with Mr. Weinfeld that a formal presentation and discussion would be helpful . 

 

Mr. Meddaugh said the Building Study was a tool to be used for forecasting and outlay, 

but he inquired about implementation of projects. 

 

Mr. Waligora indicated the Building Study was a Township Board document.  He said 

the information provided in the study was useful as projects were presented during the 

CIP process, but ultimately major decisions would be made above the Planning 

Commission level. 

 

Mr. Meddaugh said he supported the idea of having a presentation of the Building Study 

which would provide an opportunity for the Commission’s voices to be heard as well. 

 

Mr. Schweitzer said he was also in support of a presentation. 
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Mr. Weinfeld inquired about the status of the Corridor Improvement Authority work 

group that is being put together. 

 

Mr. Waligora said Mr. Bozek has been involved in those discussions which were on-

going. 

 

XII PLANNING COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 

XIII ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION BY SCHWEITZER, SECONDED BY WEINFELD, THAT THE 

MEETING BE ADJOURNED.  VOICE VOTE.  CARRIED 8-0. 

 

Chairperson Meddaugh adjourned the meeting at 6:48 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

     ___________________________________ 

     Arnold Weinfeld, Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://deltami2.sharepoint.com/sites/DELTAPlanningDepartment/Shared Documents/General/Anne Swink/MIN/2020 

PC/November 9, 2020.doc 

 

 

 



Summary Record of Public Hearing for Case No. 10-20-07: Special Land Use Permit 

Request for the creation of a memorial garden/cemetery at Our Savior Lutheran Church of 

Lansing, located at 7910 E. St. Joe Highway, Lansing, MI. 48917, under the criteria for 

“Cemeteries” found in Section 8.13 of the Delta Township Zoning Ordinance.  

 

Members in attendance: Meddaugh, Schweitzer, Kosinski, McConnell, Weinfeld, Bradley, 

Elsinga, and Laforet 

 

Members absent:  Mudry 

 

Assistant Planning Director Dave Waligora informed the Commission that Our Savior Lutheran 

Church of Lansing was requesting to establish a memorial garden on their site for the interment 

of cremated remains for parishioners.  He noted that scatter gardens are determined to be a 

cemetery.  Cemeteries that are operated by religious organizations are exempt from State 

oversight and that the Township was the only governing body that had regulations to determine 

whether the proposed use was a good use for this location.  Mr. Waligora said the staff report 

found that the use worked fairly well as the church was established in the early 2000’s.  He noted 

that staff had discussed long-term implications of the memorial garden if the church ultimately 

vacated the property.  Mr. Waligora said staff found in Michigan law that abandoned or 

mismanaged cemeteries automatically default to Township control, which is why staff reached 

out to Township legal counsel for an opinion.  He noted that staff had not received an opinion 

from the Township Attorney yet, but staff also reached out to Michigan Township’s Association 

on this issue; who had provided an opinion that cremains are not protected similar to a deceased 

body and that the scatter garden would not be considered a cemetery.  The Township would not 

be responsible for long-term care if the church were to sell the property.  Mr. Waligora felt a 

stipulation could be attached to the recommendation this evening that an opinion from the 

Township Attorney be obtained before the case was forwarded to the Township Board. 

 

Mr. McConnell said he had the same question regarding the church changing hands, or was no 

longer a church, which was why he appreciated an opinion from the Township’s legal counsel in 

regards to the potential impacts if the church changed hands. 

 

Mr. Schweitzer inquired how the scatter garden would work. 

 

William Brewmeister, 5330 Cierra, Lansing, Michigan, said he was present this evening to 

represent Our Savior Lutheran Church.  Mr. Brewmeister said the church was proposing a 

memorial garden that would have flowers, trees, and shrubs and may also have a couple of 

benches, but the garden would not include urns.  Mr. Brewmeister noted that there had been 

discussions of including a building that would hold urns at some point in time, but the church 

decided to only accept cremains.  Mr. Brewmeister noted that the cremains would either be 

buried, or they would be placed in a bio-degradable container that would also integrate into the 

ground over time.  He noted that there would not be any markers indicating where someone was 

buried and that the church would keep records of the deceased and where they were buried in 

case other family members wanted to be buried near their loved ones.  Mr. Brewmeister said 

overtime, the church would like to re-utilize parts of the memorial garden so that it could be used 

in perpetuity. 
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Mr. Schweitzer questioned if the cremains would be scattered above ground or buried. 

 

Mr. Brewmeister stated that the cremains would be buried in the ground, but there would not be 

anything that would remain after the cremains and or bio-degradable container had degraded 

overtime. 

 

Mr. McConnell asked what Mr. Baumeister’s expectations were regarding the memorial garden 

if the church were to change hands. 

 

Mr. Brewmeister questioned how other memorial gardens on church properties had been handled 

in the past. 

 

Mr. Waligora said to his knowledge, the Township did not have any instances of church operated 

cemeteries. 

 

Mr. Brewmeister said it was their understanding that St. David’s Episcopal church had a 

memorial garden where cremains were interred. 

 

Mr. Waligora noted that staff was unaware of St. David’s memorial garden. 

 

Mr. Schweitzer questioned if the Township had a scatter garden at the Delta Center cemetery on 

St. Joe Highway. 

 

Mr. Waligora said the Township had a scatter garden at Delta Hillside Cemetery located on Delta 

River Drive. 

 

Mr. Meddaugh said assuming the request was approved, the treatment of remains would be 

completely subjective and that it would be at the applicant’s disposal. 

 

Mr. Waligora said he had a discussion with the Ingham County Drain Commissioner regarding 

the possible environmental impacts a memorial garden would have on surface water and was told 

that there would not be any issues if the cremains were buried.  However, he felt it would be 

within the Commission’s prerogative to stipulate that cremains be buried due to water quality 

issues, but the Planning Commission should provide valid reasoning for doing so. 

 

Mr. Weinfeld asked why would the Township include a stipulation that the cremains be buried if 

the Township had their own scatter garden. 

 

Mr. Waligora said environmental impacts of scatter gardens were not considered when the 

Township established their scatter garden. 
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Ms. Bradley questioned if staff had received any feedback from adjacent property owners on the 

proposed request. 

 

Mr. Waligora said staff had not received any correspondence regarding the proposal this 

evening.  He felt the practice would almost go unnoticed and that from the road, a memorial 

garden would look like an everyday church activity. 

 

Mr. McConnell said if the proposed use is defined as a cemetery, and understanding what the 

applicant’s intent is, would that preclude its use as a cemetery for full burials. 

 

Mr. Waligora said the church would have to come back and amend the Special Land Use Permit 

because full burials were not part of the original application. 

 

Mr. Meddaugh asked if there was anyone in the audience who would like to speak on the request 

this evening. 

 

Kathy Knippenberg, 10765 Canterbury Lane, Grand Ledge, Michigan, representing Our Savior 

Lutheran Church, noted that they had spoken to representatives of St. David’s Church and were 

informed that they had obtained a Special Land Use Permit from the Township for their 

memorial garden. 

 

Mr. Waligora said he would investigate this issue further. 

 

MOTION BY SCHWEITZER, SECONDED BY MCCONNELL, THAT THE PUBLIC 

HEARING BE CLOSED.  VOICE VOTE.  CARRIED 8.0. 

 

MOTION BY SCHWEITZER, SECONDED BY MCCONNELL, THAT THE DELTA 

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF CASE 10-20-

07 TO THE TOWNSHIP BOARD, FOR A CEMETERY ON 040-020-200-072-00, AS 

SHOWN ON THE SUBMITTED DRAWING. 

 

1. THE REQUEST MEETS THE GENERAL STANDARDS FOR SPECIAL LAND 

USES FOUND IN SECTION 7.03 OF THE 2017 DELTA TOWNSHIP ZONING 

ORDINANCE. 

 

2. THE REQUEST MEETS THE SPECIFIC STANDARDS SPECIFIED FOR 

CEMETERIES IN SECTION 8.02 OF THE 2017 DELTA TOWNSHIP ZONING 

ORDINANCE 

 

3. THE USE IS CONSISTENT WITH THE FUTURE LAND USE 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 2013 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 
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4. THE SUBJECT PARCEL IS ADEQUATELY SERVED BY PUBLIC UTILITIES.  

 

5. THAT A LEGAL OPINION BE OBTAINED FROM THE TOWNSHIP’S LEGAL 

COUNSEL 

 

Mr. McConnell commended members of Our Savor Church for establishing a memorial garden.  

He led the process at his church and he felt it provided a nice way to remember past members 

and add beauty to the church. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE.  CARRIED 8-0. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Arnold Weinfeld, Secretary 
 

 

 

 

https://deltami2.sharepoint.com/sites/DELTAPlanningDepartment/Shared Documents/General/Anne Swink/MIN/2020 PC/Our Savior 

Scatter Garden SLU.doc 

 


